
February 13, 2017 

Nearly two hundred hockey fans gathered in the DoubleTree Conference Room on Monday 
afternoon to get a view of the 104-year-old MacNaughton Cup — the trophy that the Bemidji 
State men’s hockey team won by finishing the 2016-17 regular season with the best record in the 
Western Collegiate Hockey Association. 

This is the Beaver’s first conference win since joining the WCHA in 2008. 

“The cup will be in Bemidji for the year, and hopefully for many more years to come” said Tracy 
Dill, Bemidji State University Athletic Director. 

Dill thanked community members, faculty, and students for coming out to support the team 
before passing the microphone to head coach Tom Serratore. Serratore went on to go over the 
specifics of the 40 pound cup, including its history, the amount of work that goes into winning a 
cup, and how much it means to him and his team to have the cup in Bemidji. 

“It’s a cool trophy, I’m proud of the guys, they deserved it,” said Serratore when addressing 
players and community members. “This is a group right here that works extremely hard. Hardest 
working group I’ve ever had, and we play for you guys.” 

Following the speech, community members got the opportunity to take pictures with the 
MacNaughton cup and meet with players. 

“Winning the Macnaughton Cup means a lot to me personally and a lot to the team,” Bemidji 
State senior forward Brendan Harms said. “For our senior class especially, we have seen a lot 
over our four years. To go from a season our freshman year where we barely made the playoffs 
to now winning the regular season championship, it shows how far we have come and to us that 
means a great deal.  

“We are excited to put the Beavers back on the map and we hope this is only the start for great 
things to come this year.” 

The DoubleTree stop is the first of several stops on a community-wide tour of the cup, which 
will continue throughout the week and eventually finds its home at the Sanford Center until a 
different team claims it. 

“It’s nice to see the community come out and support us,” said junior defenseman Brett 
Beauvais. “It’s what is going to keep us motivated in our championship run.”  
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